PACT Act 2022 RADIATION EXPOSED VETERANS

SEC. 401. TREATMENT OF VETERANS WHO PARTICIPATED IN CLEANUP OF ENEWETAK ATOLL
AS RADIATION-EXPOSED VETERANS FOR PURPOSES OF PRESUMPTION OF SERVICE
CONNECTION OF CERTAIN DISABILITIES BY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) Short Title.—This section may be cited as the “Mark Takai Atomic Veterans Healthcare Parity
Act of 2022".

(b) Enewetak Atoll.—Section 1112(c)(3)(B) is amended by adding at the end the following new
clause:

“(v) Cleanup of Enewetak Atoll during the period beginning on January 1, 1977, and ending on
December 31, 1980.”.

SEC. 402. TREATMENT OF VETERANS WHO PARTICIPATED IN NUCLEAR RESPONSE NEAR
PALOMARES, SPAIN, OR THULE, GREENLAND, AS RADIATION-EXPOSED VETERANS FOR
PURPOSES OF PRESUMPTION OF SERVICE CONNECTION OF CERTAIN DISABILITIES BY
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) Short Title.—This section may be cited as the “Palomares or Thule Veterans Act of 2022".

(b) Palomares Or Thule.—Section 1112(c)(3)(B), as amended by section 401, is further amended
by adding at the end the following new clauses:

“(vi) Onsite participation in the response effort following the collision of a United States Air
Force B—52 bomber and refueling plane that caused the release of four thermonuclear weapons
in the vicinity of Palomares, Spain, during the period beginning January 17, 1966, and ending
March 31, 1967.

“(vii) Onsite participation in the response effort following the on-board fire and crash of a
United States Air Force B-52 bomber that caused the release of four thermonuclear weapons in
the vicinity of Thule Air Force Base, Greenland, during the period beginning January 21, 1968,
and ending September 25, 1968.”.

SEC. 303. MEDICAL NEXUS EXAMINATIONS FOR TOXIC EXPOSURE RISK ACTIVITIES.

Subchapter VI of chapter 11, as amended by section 203, is further amended by adding at the
end the following new section:



“§ 1168. Medical nexus examinations for toxic exposure risk activities

“(a) Medical Examinations And Medical Opinions.— (1) Except as provided in subsection (b), if a
veteran submits to the Secretary a claim for compensation for a service-connected disability
under section 1110 of this title with evidence of a disability and evidence of participation in a
toxic exposure risk activity during active military, naval, air, or space service, and such evidence
is not sufficient to establish a service connection for the disability, the Secretary shall—

“(A) provide the veteran with a medical examination under section 5103A(d) of this title; and

“(B) obtain a medical opinion (to be requested by the Secretary in connection with the medical
examination under subparagraph (A)) as to whether it is at least as likely as not that there is a
nexus between the disability and the toxic exposure risk activity.

“(2) When providing the Secretary with a medical opinion under paragraph (1)(B) for a veteran,
the health care provider shall consider—

“(A) the total potential exposure through all applicable military deployments of the veteran; and
“(B) the synergistic, combined effect of all toxic exposure risk activities of the veteran.

“(3) The requirement under paragraph (2)(B) shall not be construed as requiring a health care
provider to consider the synergistic, combined effect of each of the substances, chemicals, and
airborne hazards identified in the list under section 1119(b)(2) of this title.

“(b) Exception.—Subsection (a) shall not apply if the Secretary determines there is no indication
of an association between the disability claimed by the veteran and the toxic exposure risk
activity for which the veteran submitted evidence.

“(c) Toxic Exposure Risk Activity Defined.—In this section, the term ‘toxic exposure risk
activity’ has the meaning given that term in section 1710(e)(4) of this title.”.



